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"A No. I," KING OF
HOBOES KILLED

Met Death on lCnilrond in

Texas. Was in Al»I»e\ille
Recently.

Readers of The I'ress and llaiiucr
will' reinembw an article published
several monthB ago with regard to
A No. 1," the Hobo King, who paid

a visit to thi6 town several months
ago and lett his trademark on the old
furniture factory.
"A No. 1" was killed recently qu a

railroad hi Texas. The following story
of his tragic death Is told in the fol-
lrtu-incr rlionat/'h frnm Houston. T»lXa«

"A No. 1" tbe King of Hoboes, is
dead. Slipping from the rods of a pas-
senger train on the Louisville & Nash-
ville Railroad, the man who boasted
that he had traveled more miles and
paid less fares than any traveler of
his generation, was caught by the
trucks of the heavy coach and literal-
ly ground to death.
"Chicago" White, his companion of

the last year, brought the news to

Houston. "Chicago" and an old priest
had stood uncovered by the shallow
grave that held the fragments of flesh
and bone that could be found.

i'A No. 1." was a puzzzle, even to
the men with whom he had roamed to

all partB of the world. He told no one

his name, his birthplace or of his
family. He was merely "A No. 1," the
king of tramps. From Maine to Cali

»u»i» ic nuintpH nr f-arver
1UI Ilia ma iiaiuv ~

on box cars, water tanks, railroad
sheds: in fact, everywhere "A No. 1,"
could find space down went the queer
signature.'It was his name, in big
letters, and two arrows, pointing in
the direction the hobo king was travel-
ing at the time he "signed up." lie
was known to every railroad man in
the country, especially the railroad
workmen of the smaller towns, where
"A No. 1" would frequently rest a day
or two.

A Tramp by Nature
"A No. 1" was tramp by nature and

king of all wanderers by virtue of a

determination, reached early in his ca-

reer, to travel 1,000,000 miles without
paying toll to any railroad, llis great-
est cross was the memory that iu an

unguarded moment he gave up $7.50
to pay a Journey.an offense which he
never repeated.

I Like many another tramp, hiB de-
cision to adopt a life vagrancy came

from what he regarded as an unde-
served punishment in school and once
inured to the hardships of a wand«r-
er's existence, he found his greatest
'joy in riding the rods and beating thi

» 1 % rwutfc
(JllUU L>agga&t;, wiui uvtaoiuirn.

in Borne hoboe3' resort until the end
which he had predicted for himself,
came to him in Texas.

Hfffan When 11 Years Old
San Francisco, Cal., was the birth-

place of this unique traveler, where
his parents were persons of moderate
means and some culture. He was born
forty-one years ago, and when 11
years old the incident that changed
'him from a mischievous school bo>
into the nomad de luxe of all tramp-
dom, occurred. Rather than submit to
!an unmerited penalty for some viola-
'tion of the rules of the school, he ran

'away to New Orleans, La. Central and
South America were the next coun-

tries the lad visited and then, with a

yearning for home and a willingness
to take (he promised thrashing, he
began to retrace his steps.

j Fortune cast his lot while still
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grown up Iriimp known to I ho hoboj
world as "French.' who adopted the .,

boy and taught him the rudiments oi' \
f;cieriti(ic living without toil and of \
travel without a ticket. "Frenchy" fell »

into the hands ol' the law eventually, j;
and as he was being led to prison he \
called to his young companion: »

"Vou'll bo a turnip all your life, and
I want you to he A No. 1. Just put \
that mark wherever you go and when
I get out of jail I'll catch up with you
somewhere." That was the last the boy '
ever saw of his friend, though he al- ,
ways cherished the hope that some

day "Frenchy" would find the "moni- 1

ker" or signal which he faithfully left (
at every stopping place for thirty
years. '

In all these years he never disclosed
his true name to any person nor did,
tie ever near rrom ins parents aiiu me

title conferred upon him by Ins tutor (
in trampcraft became the only desig-
nation which differentiated him from '

the rest of the army of hoboes of \
which he was a shining member. Ev-
ery part of the.country has been vis-
itcd by "A No. 1," and thousands oni
water tanks in mountains and on des-
erts. barns in cities and hamlet are

decorated with the sign that he had
been there with a mark showing
whither his steps would next be
turned. |i

AX INTERESTING SKETCH OF
PItOF. JAMFS WILLIAM THOMSON

Southern School News Contains A
Sketch of Ediiriitor Well Known

In Abbeville
(Mrs. 11. L. Forbes in Southern School,
News.)
At Abbeville, South Carolina, on

July l-'Sth, 18C3, James William Thom-
son first saw the light of day. His
tether, Judge Thomas Thomson, was

a strong .believer in education and
spared neither effort nor expense in
;he tasks of educating his sons. So,'
.hough times were more than hard
and politics turbulent, young William
was entered at a private school while
still in kilts, on the very day he was

five years oia. liiigru years ititer, m

1876, he went to a boy's school con-

ducted by Mr. D. C. Webb, of Charles-
ton. Among his schoolmates here were
the Hon. T. P. Cothran, of Greenville;
A. W. Smith, of Spartanburg; Prof.
I'atterson Wardlaw, of the University
of South Carolina, and L. W. Parker,
of Greenville. This year under Mr.
Webb, coining as it did, at a most im-;
pressionable period of his youth, was

i powerful formative Influence. Prof.!
I'homson attributes much of his sue-!
jess as a student and as a teacher to
vlr. Webb and the sound foundation
if mind and character laid in his;
school. In 1877, while still a mere boy,
ueing but thirteen and a half years
>ld, William Thomson entered Ers-
kine college at Due West. From this
nstitution he was graduated in 1881
.n the largest class that up to that'
lime had left the college since the
war. In his class were Hon. D. M.
Crosson and Hon. H. C. Patton, whose
short and brilliant career is well
Known to Columbians. Though the
jlass of '81 was considered large for
.hose times, stiu tne siuueiu uuuj
was small and the personal contact!
oetween teacher and student was in
tself an education. The faculty at the
.ime of Prof. Thomson's attendance
»vas composed of Dr. W. W. Grier, Dr.
K. L. Patton and others as well known.
These two, however, became fast j
riends of the young man and remain-
:d so as long as they lived. Prof
Thomson accounts his friendship and
ntercourse with Dr. Grier as one of
lie greatest advantages of his life.
Alter graduation, Mr. Thomson,

aow eighteen years old turned to the!
irofession of his father and took up
lie study of law, under Hon. Armis-
ead Burt, of Abbeville. In 1895 he was

dmittcd to the bar and began prac-j
ice. |
It was almost an accident which

;ave Prof. Thomson to the ranks of
he educators of this State. Shortly
xfter beginning practice of law he
.vas asked to coach a few pupils for
:ollege entrance. From this experi-:
jnce emerges William Thomson, the
teacher, and William Thomson, the
awyer, is a thing of the past. For the
next six years he had charge of a

>chool in Abbeville. This school was

virtually the public school of the
own, though not supported by taxes
and having no regular trustees.
After six years of hard work and

valuable experience in Abbeville Prof.
Thomson went to Rock Hill as su-

perintendent of the schools there. His I
.vork here was of such high order and j
Attracted- such favorable notice that j
<n 1898 he was chosen to fill the chair
of pedagogy at Winthrop Normal and
Industrial College, at Rock Hill. This
position he still occupies to the emi-
nent satisfaction of trustees, presi-
dent and students.

Prof. Thomson has had experience
V» r\r\\ u-nrlr qIca hflVin P"

ill auiiuui;! oinuui »< v/j

served under Hon. J. J. McMahan and
Hon. W. D. Mayfield in the state sura-

mer schools of South Carolina, and
having taught several terras in the
Piedmont Summer School at David-
son College.
He has been a good worker for the

State Teachers' Association, and since J
joining has attended every meeting
possible.
Of his work at Abbeville and Rock

Hill nothing need be said as his steady
rise speaks for itself. Of his work at

Winthrop College I can speak from
personal experience as a student un-

der his instruction for two years. 1
considered him an exceptional teach-
er. His ability to create and maintain
interest, to arouse ambition and to

keep his pupils at work is the secret
of his good results. His fund of gen-
eral information and his capacity for j
asking questions that showed our lack
of it was a constant source of surprise
to me. His almost inexhaustible store
oi anecaoies uuu uiviucmo nmvu

used as examples and to show appli-
cation of principles, kept his classes
not only interested but eager. He was

strong on the practical side of his
subject and did not permit mere

theories (o suffice. To him a grain of
good hard sense was worth more than
several pages of blindly quoted .Mc-.|
Alurry. A great worker himself, he ex-

acted a goodly bit of labor from even

the worst of would-be shirkers and
skimmers. Space will not permit of
further details. Suffice it to say that
his work in a position of importance I
and influence in his profession is more
than well done.
Old Pro. Thomson it may be said i

that he is a man of strong and vigor-j
ous personality, of keen mentality, of
indomitable energy, of deep and last-
ing affections and with a strong sense

of humor.
Speaking of the influences that

shaped his life, Prof. Thomson says
he counts none so great as that of the
community of Abbeville. As a young
man he knew and was in contact with;
the Hon. Armistead Burt, Judge Sam-
uel McGowan, Judge .T. S. Cothran,
Hon. W. A. Lee, Judge Eugene n.!
Gary, Judge J. C. Klugh and Judge!
W. C. IJenet. His companions and
schoolmates are now leaders in that
community or elsewhere. Among his
closest and dearest friends is Prof.
Patterson Wardlaw.
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There Is more Catarrh In this section of
he country than all other diseases put
ogether, and until the last few years
vas supposed to be incurable. For a great
nany years doctors pronounced it a local
lisease and prescribed local remedies, and
>y constantly failing to cure with local
reatment, pronounced it Incurable. Sci-
mce has proven Catarrh to be a consti-
utional disease, and therefor® requires
:onstitutional treatment. Hall's Catarrh
?ure, manufactured by F. J. Cheney &
?o.. Toledo. Ohio, is the only Constltu-
iorial cure on the market. It is taken ln-
ernally in doses from 10 drops to a tea-
ipoonful. It acts directly on the blood
tnd mucous surfaces of the system. They
>fTer one hundred dollars for any case it
ails to cure. Send for circulars and tes-
imonlals.
Address* F. J, CHENEY <k CO,, Toledo, O.
Sold by Druggists, 75c.
Take Hall's Family Fills for constipation.
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BUY A GOOD FARM OR A TIMBER
TRACT IN SOUTH GEORGIA

Write to-day for my booklet of
"one hundred Farms and Timber
Tracts for sale," in the banner coun-
ties of Thomas, Brooks, Grady, Deca-
tur and Mitchell. Large tracts, small
tracts, improved or unimproved, fine
level sandy loam and red pebbly land
with red clay subsoil, labor abundant,
best roads in Georgia, best cotton
lands in South, good neighborhoods,
schools and churches, pure free stone
and artesian water, plenty hog and
hominy, saw mill timber, turpentine
locations, cut over lands, coloniza-
tion lands, fine stock raising section.
city property paying 10 per cent and
over.
Write me what you want and I will

answer by early mail describing the
property which you want.

Yours to serve,
W. E. CRAIGMILES.

Thomaeville, Georgia.
Ad-25-2-9.

Ab Devilie-Greenwo od

MUTUAL

ASSOCIATION.

Property Insured, $2,100,000
February 1st, 1912,

WRITE TO OH CALL on thenndorslgi.ed
or tbe Director of your Townahlp

for any Information yon mmy desire altont
oar plan of Insurance.
We Insure yonr property against aeatrac-

tion by

risi, wmssTOEK s& ussies,
aa do ao cheaper then any ln«^n*nro Poir-

ptny In existence. Dwellings covered with
netiiI rouls ure insured for 23 per cent, cheaper
ibt»u oiher properly.
Remember we are prepartd to prove to yon

ihat oars Is the safest and obeapet.t plm of
insurance kuo*E.

J. E. £1AKE, Gen. Agent
Abbeville, S. 0.

I. FRASSB LYOK, Pres.
Afcboville, 8. C.
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